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Moſt Reverend Father in God, 


FF. 0 HM: 


Lord Archbiſhop of CANTERBURY: 


My LokD, 


H AT your Grace was pleaſed kind- 
ly to Accept this my Mean Perfor- 
mance at your Conſecration, was, 1 
do believe, for the Plainneſs and Sincerity of 
it , which I always knew to be moit Accep- 

table to you ; and what you would chuſe to 
| Coun: 


(I 


Countenance in the Clergy, rather than any 
thing of Paneg yrick, which might perhaps 
bave been expected on ſuch an Occaſion. And 
therefore I ſhall only beg your e Acceptance, | 
of theſe my firſt Fruits; as a Hearty Acknow- 
ledement of thoſe great Favours, which for 
many Tears together you have V ouchſafed to | | 


Your Grace's, 


Moſt Humble, 


And moſt Faithful Servant, 


1ON 
Ra BARKER. |« 


all 
Fl 
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St. FO HN, xXt. 17. 

He ſaid unto bim the third time, Simon, Sou 
of Jonas, -loveſt thou me? Peter was grieved, 
becauſe he ſaid unto bim the third time, lo- 
veſt thou me? And he ſaid unto him, Lord, 
thou knoweſt all things 3 thou kuoweſt that T 
love thee. He ſaith unto bim, Feed my 
Sheep. 


pel, for this great occaſion; in which 
that our Saviour ſhould no leſs 
than. three times put this ſearching Quelti- - 
,on to St. Peter, argues ſomething in it yery 
- remarkable, both with reſpect to him, and 
flock. the Biſhops and Paſtors of his 


5 þ HESE Words are part of the Gol- 


Flock. With relpect to St. Peter, we may 
oalider our ' Saviour applying himſelf to 
| | B him, 


' 


('2) 
him, rather than to any of the reſt, his 
putting the Queſtion to him three times, 
his calling him $:mon Son of Jonas, and from 
thence gather (as many of the Ancient Fa- 
thers do) that all this was to reſtore him to 
his former Office and Dignity, from which 
he had fallen, by denying his Maſter thrice, 
and 10 no new Priviledge, nor inlargement 
of his Power ; for had St. Peter thus under- 
ſtood it, would he have been grieved at our 
Saviour's ſooften inſiſting on it ? They that 
would have this the meaning of it, think 
they cannot hear of it, OF. make others hcar 
of it too often, . _ 

Let others find out, if they can, the height 
of Power and Dominion given to St. Peter 
here, over all, even the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves ; it will be a more ſafe and comforta.. 
ble Imployment for us, to joyn in the FHea- 
venly Rejoycing, which St. Peter's Repen- 
tance did occaſion, and to admire the goods 
neſs of our Lord, his tender Pity and Com- 
pafſtion, his readineſs to forgive and receive 
into Favour this {traying Sheep ; and from 
thence learn to do the like towards others, 
See how wiſely our Saviour ' prevents any 
ill uſe, which might have been made of | 
St, 


(3) 
St. Peters Falli that'itright not leſſen him 
among _-the | Apoſtles, that 1t might'not un- 
dermine the effect of his Preaching : That 
he that was of a fierce and warm Temper, 
might from himſelf learn, how to pity 
and treat others in their Faylings. And laſt- 
ly, to teach us all, Candour in our Cenſures, 
Prudence in our Judgings, Charity in our 
Hopes and Expectations, after Slips ana 
Faylings; and to be as ready to obſerve 
Men's Repentance, as their Faults ; Men's 
Ulecfulnets, as their Miſcarriages. Our Sa- 
viour could remember his Weeping, more 
than his Denial; and is more earneſt in pub- 
liſhing his Love, than his Fear. Oh merct- 
ful Saviour, who art more ſtrict to mark 
what we do well, than what we do amils ! 
And canſt 10 remember our Miſcarriages,as 
to make them the happy occaſion of our 
greater Love, Inſpire us with this Wiſdom, 
Increate this Love in-us 
Before I treat of the Duty it ſelf, give me 
leave to obſerve, with what great Care and 
Caution , our Saviour commits this great 
Charge unto-hun ; how {triatly he examins, 
how narrowly he pryes into his very Soul ; 
not that he wanted St. Peter's judgment of 
2 him- 


(4) 
himſelf ; for he knew him better than -he 
did tieſelf : bat to teach us with what'ws- 


rineſs and {trineſs, Perſons are to be ad- 
mitted unto this great Work: Altho' we can- | 
not-know their Hearts, we may know theit 


Lives ; tho' we catinot fee, we may require 
them to declare, with what Mind and Af- 
fection they undertook this Office; Whether 
they find thernſelves' moved by 'the Holy 
Ghoſt ; Whether they a& ſincerely and ho- 
neſtly, their Conſciences bearing them Wit- 
nefs ini the Holy Ghoſt: F hat not meerly for 
any fecular Ends or Preterments, which the 
Gatechiſmus ad Parochios will teH them ts Sacrt- 
ledge ; but out of pure love unto their great 
Maſter , and an holy-delire todo hin ſervice 
in the teecing of his Sheep. 

In treating of 'which, I ſhall chiefly have 
Refpect to our great Apoſtle St. Peter, and, 
from his Writings and Example; endeavour 
with all plainnefs, to recommend this great 
and fealonable Duty ; andT1 could wiſh with 
all my Heart, that they who moſt admire 
him, would ſpend their' pains in learning 
this Duty from liim, rather than inforce- 
ug tuch Powers and Pfiviledges upon him 

as 
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as do null the great deſign both of his Life 
and Doctrin. 

And ſo IT come to confider the main De- 
ſign of theſe words, and in them, Firſt, the. 
Duty it felf, Feeding Chrifts Sheep : And 
then, Secondly, our love to Chriſt, as the 
Ground and Foundation, the Guide and Mea - 
ſare of it. 

I begin with the firſt of cheſe, the Iruſt 
and Charge of Feeding Chriſt's Sheep, which / 


I ſhall a little inlarge upon, becaule it hatly 


been moſt ſhamefully miſtaken, abuſed and 
negle&ed ; and when we have a fair Prol\- 
e& of the Daty, it will, I belitve, ſet us in 
a right Way, and be no ſmall — 
in fetting forth our Love to Chriſt, 
the lureſt Ground and Meaſure of it. 
And here IT ſhall not Crit'-.2,c upon the 
Words, which bave made ich a noife in 
the World, mnu42w& Buy, becauſe they are 
promitcuoutly uted in this place ; and that 
which others have infilted moſt upon, uſed 
but once, and the other twice nor ihall 
[ nicely prets ene A 47" ot She voce = 


deſign of it, - Ka the care = "wana. 
nels of a Shepherd, in preſerving, noart- 
ſ11ng 


74 
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ſhing and improving his Flock, to infer 
the like in every one that loveth the Lord 
Jeſus, and 1s intruſted with his Sheep, that 
they may be treated as his Sheep, and fitted 
for his Service; which may be done theſe 
three ways ; by providing them with con- 
venient Food, by watching over them, and 
being examples to them. 

Firſt by providing them with conveni- 
ent Food, ſuch as will be ſure to nouriſh 
and do them good, which in St. Peter's 
judgment, is the fincere Milk of the 
Word ; that Word, which by the Goſpel 
is preached unto us, that 1s, the Holy Scrip- 
tures; that moſt ſure Word of Prophecy, 
unto which we ſhall do well, if in all our 
Preaching we take exacteſt heed, as unto 
that Light which 1s to ſhine into all the 
dark corners of our Souls, that Chriſt's 
Sheep may hear his voice, and not ano- 
thers, that they may know him, and fol- 
low him. Should not Chriſt's Sheep know 
the mind of Chriſt, and be inſtructed in 
the Words of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 
Titus and the firſt Chriſtians were taught 
that ſound Doctrin, that Edifying which 
is in Faith, that Depoſitum which he com- 
mitted 


C7) 
mitted to his Chuch ? And can we bet- 
ter expreſs our love to our Lord or his 
Sheep, than by giving them the Food 
which he hath appointed for them, that 
ſanctifying Word, which 1s able to make 
them perteCt and ſave their Souls ? 

And ſhall any be ſuch Stewards of God's 
Grace, as to hoard up this in a Napkin, 
as too luſcious and over-light Nouriſhment 
for Sheep? Give them 1ſome latter Tra- 
ditions, ſome Pictures or Legends, which 
may keep them Humble and Tgnorant : 
Better be lean than wander, better ſtarved 
than loſt ; the Hireling may think ſo, be- 
cauſe he 1s to have the Fleece of ſuch as 
die alone; but the good Shepherd whoſe 
own the Sheep are, knows very well that 
Sheep are more apt to wander, through 
want of Food than through Plenty, and 
he knows better how to prevent 1ſurfeit- 
ing than by ſtarving, can eafilier teach 
Humility , than fee ſo many periſh for 
want of Knowledge ; can there be a grea- 
ter Frror, than to part with our Scrip- 
tures for fear of Error : and becauſe tome 
wreſt them, maſt: others . not ſee them 2 
Becauſe the Lambs ſuck, muſt the Sheep 
do 
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do-4o too 2 Good: God, that ſuch Nonſenſe 
ſhould paſs for Reaſoning ! that Chriſts 
Sheep ſhould have luch Shepherds ! , 

But {econdly, to feed doth include an Ho- 

ly Zeal and. concern for | them to preſerve 
and ſecure them, as much as may be, 
both from Sin and Error; to watch for 
their Souls, as they that mult give an 
Account of them to the great Shepherd ; 
not ſuffering them to fall into the Hands 
of ſuch ( and ſuch there are ) who if they 
vet them into their Hands, will, as St, Pe- 
ter fare warns us, make Merchandize of 
them through Covetoulneſs ' and fained 
Words, 2 Pet. 2. 3.  tuch Falle Pro- 
phets, ſuch Damnable Herelies did he 
foreſee were coming into the World, 
And therefore he explains Feeding the 
Flock which 1s among you, by taking the 
over-{ight thereot, being acquainted with 
the State and Condition .of their Flocks, 
their Dangers and Temptations, their 
Capacities and; Circumſtances; that 1o 
their Preachings and Inſtructions, their 
Care and Inſpection may reach them, and 
come home to 'them ; may be ſaited to 
their ſeveral conditions and preſent wants : 


The 
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The good Shepherd is as much con- 
cerned to fold his Sheep ſafely, as to 
provide them with Plenty ; to pre- 
ſerve them Sound, as Fat; to take 
care of the Sick and Weak, to reco- 
ver the Loſt and Wandering : For 
which purpoſes he hath his Tarr and 
his Crook, the Spirit of Meekneſs and 
a Rod of Power ; Power to Rebuke, 
to Cenſure, to Exclude, for their own 
rood, and for tne good of the reſt : 
St. Peter knew how to treat a diſlembling 
Ananias. 

Thus Feeding doth comprehend all 
that Spiritual Power and Authority, 
which Chriſt lett with his Church ; 
and which would not miſs of its de- 
ſigned Ettects, if kept within its due 
Bounds and Meaſures ; and ſuch as our 
Apoſtle hath taken care to fence it in 
with; a due Reſpect to the Civil 
Rights and Intereſts of Kings, ard the 
Governors which are Commiſſioned by 
them ; ſuch as is conſiſtent with Mo- 
deſty and Humility, that Pitty and 
Compaſlion, that unfeigned love of the 
Brethren, which 1s due to our Fellow 

C Chri- 
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Chriſtians as they are Chriſt's Sheep, 
God's Lot and Heritage. All which 
Expreſſions, ſo far as I can gather from 
St, Peter's uſe of them, are a ſafe and 
good ſtate of the Caſe, betwixt the 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Power, which 
hath purzelled and endangered ſo ma- 
ny Undertakers in it ; ſome of which 
have felt the Weight of that Power, 
which they themielves have unwar- 
rantably advanced, and underſtood 
at laſt, what exerciſing the Authori- 
ty of Kings and Lording it over their 
Brethren did fignifie, both in Chriſt 
and in St. Peter, when they 1o earn- 
eſtly forbad them. 

If Paſtor do ſignifie ſometimes Spi- 
ritual, ſometimes Temporal Ralers , 
it 1s altogether as unwarrantable and 
unſafe from thence, to mix the Tem- 
poral with the Spiritual, as to mix 
the Spiritual with the Temporal ; for 
Kings and Rulers may as juſtly hence 
make themſelves Prieſts, as Prieſts 
make themſelves Rulers and Kings : 
If En-w7& fignifiled among the Grecians 
the :Prince and chief Rulers; may 

every 
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every Biſhop claim as great Power 
and . Authority as . ever they exerci- 
ſed ? Then may every Chriſtian make 
himſelf a King or Prieſt, or what 
he. will ; as he may pick up ſome 
Word or Expreſſion, uſed among the 
Poets or better Authors, for the pur- 
pole he would have it. 

But to return, Feeding doth im- 
ply in the third place, and according 
to our Saviour's uſe of it, being ex- 
emplary, and going before the Flock, 
according to the Cuſtom of thoſe 
Countries; and is expreſſed in our 
Apoltle, by being Examples to the 
Flock; in all things ſhewing them- 
{elves Patterns of good Works, in 
Faith, in Converſation ;. for a good 
Life is the . ſureſt Ground, the beſt 
Diſpoſition for the Underſtanding of 
our Duty, gives the greateſt Courage 
and Aſſurance in. the Performance of 
it, adds the. greateſt advantage and 
fartherance in the Succeſs thereof. 

T ſay it 1s ( Firſt) the fſureſt 
Ground and beſt Qualification for the 


Underſtanding the buſineſs we go 
about : 
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about: They were the Holy Men of 
God, ſaith our Apoſtle, who in all 
Ages were moved by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
they that do his Will, ſhall know of 
his Do&rin: For is not our Religi- 
on a Practical Knowledge, a Dodtrin 
of Godlineſs, the Work of Righte- 
ouſnels? And ſhall we ſeparate the 
Knowledge, from the Practice, the 
Docrin from the Godlineſs ? That is, 
would we walk in the ways of God, 
without ſtirring one ſtep? All practi- 
cal Things are gained by Pradctice, 
and I am ſure im nothing more than 
in Religion ; as it doth by degrees 
quit us of thoſe Prejudices and En- 
tanglements, which debaſe our Un- 
derſtandings and AﬀeCctions, clog our 
Inclinations, and diſcourage our At- 
tempts; as it gives us the true Re- 
liſh of the Eaſe and Pleaſure of Re- 
ligion ; as it gives God's Spirit the 
Opportunity to concur and work with 


Us, 


Second- 
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21y. As it gives Courage, and Aſſurance, in the 
performance of our Duty. St. Petey ſtiles ſuch an one, 
a Living ſtone, and doth not think himſelf leſſened, 
by our Saviours comparing the practical Chriſtian, 
to the houſe built upon the rock. He that loves Good- 
nels, may with confidence and a good grace, re- 
commend it ; he that hates Vice, may with bold- 
nels, and ex animo, reprove and out-face it. How 
ſneakingly, how coldly muſt that Man a&t, who is 
bound. to reprove what he dearly loves, and recom- 
mend \ that, which he hath no reliſh for, no ac- 
quaintance with 2 Is not this acting of a Part, and 
curning our very Churches into Stages? If our bu- 
ſinels be Religion, for God's ſake, let us be reli- 
g10US, _ 

2dly. This gives the beſt Advantage and Further- 
ance, 1n the ſucceſs of our Duty. Such believe, and 
are ſure they ſpeak from their Heart , and from 
their own Experience, which is always accompa- 
nied with life, and warmth, piercing to the very 
heart, and inward affections of the hearers, hath 
the advantage of mens Senſes, as well as of their Un- 
derſtandings, and every where beſers them, that the 
Righteous find ſuch a mans Converſation, an Ex- 
hortation ; and the Wicked find it a Reproof to 
their ways; {ſuch a Preacher cannot be ſilenced, when 


his mouth, when even his breath is ſtopt, he yer 
ſpeaketh. D And 
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And here give me leave to inſtance in one thing, 
as particularly exemplary in Paſtors, and the chict 
of Paſtors, and that is Patience and Conſtancy, Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, under the many ſufferings and 
diſcouragements, which they are to meet with, in 
the diſcharge of their duty : Our Saviour enjoyning 
St. Peter to feed his Sheep, immediatly adds to it, 
Perily verily, T fay unto thee, when thou waſt young, 
thou 2irdedſt thy ſelf, and walkedſt whither thou woulde[t, 
but when thou ſhalt be old, © thou fhalt ſtretch forth thy 
bands, and another ſhall 2d thee, and cat#ry thee whi- 
ther thou wouldeſt not ; ſignifying both his death, and 
what treatment he was to expect in the diſcharge of 
this duty. Our Saviour, ' who had foretold his Deni- 
al, here foretels, and by that commends and increa- 
ſes his Patience and Courage ; and being thus con- 
verted, how doth he, both' in his Praftice and 
Preaching, endeavour to ſtrengthen his Brethren : 
How ſtour and bold was he in his Preaching to the 
People, im arguing with the Magiſtrates, in taxin 
the Sanbedrim. He 1aw there was no {tanding again! 
that ſtream, but wich an holy Conhdence and Chri- 
tian Courage. He was lighted, deſpiſed, perſecuted, 
for ſhewing them the way of Salvation, bur againſt 
all, he was a true Rock, unſhaken, unaffected 
with It. 


His 
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His Epiſtles are. full . of Exkortations to this in- 
diſpenſable Duty, full of incouragements, under thele 
unavoidable Trials. He tells us, it is part of our Cal- 
ling to ſufter wrongfully, ro be buffetted and revi- 
led, to bear the greatelt {coffs and ſlanders, the great- 
eſt indignities and perſecutions, and yet for —_— 
rowards God, to endure it all, and neither be afraid 
of their terror, nor yet troubled, but to be armed 
with the ſame mind that was in Chriſt ; yea to re- 
joyce under all this, as being thereby partakers of 
Chriſts ſufferings. Was not our great Shepheard thus 
abuſed, thus ſtricken and ſmitten, and was it nor 
thus, that he entred into his glory ; and that he ac- 
compliſhed the ſaving of his Flock, and ſhall the 
Servant expect to be better treated than his Maſter ? 
Shall any be ſuch a Satan asto be far from ſuffering, 
and not to favour thele things which be from God 2? 
Ler us not then for thele things, faint or draw back, 
we have a faichtul Creator, who hath the charge of 
our Souls, we have the promiſe. of his Spiric to reſt 
upon us, to ſupport and comfort us, and we have 
this aſſurance, that when his glory ſhall be revealed, 
we ſhall be glad with exceeding joy. 

Theſe Conſiderations carried on our Apoſtle, in 
the many . years ſervice which he did the Church, and 
he was lo far from ſhrinking under his Perſecutions, 
that he rather affected the aggravation of them in his 
3 delires, 
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deſires, as weare told, to be crucified in a more dif- 
graceful and painful poſture than his Maſter; thus 
did this good Shepherd, Iay down his life for his 
Sheep, and therein manifeſt chat he loved Chrift, and 
his Sheep more than life it felf ; for herein is Love, 
that a Man lay down his life for his Sheep. Would 
we then have an unerring proof of our Love, let us 
ask our felves, Can we look afflictions in the face 2 
endure hard{hip and deſpite ſhame ? Can we count 
all things loſs and dung for the fellowſhip of Chrifts 
ſufferings? it we ſuffer can we.count it a gift ? if re- 
proached, can we think it honourable ? if evil en- 
treated, can we exult and be glad 2 Whilſt we bear 
about the dying of our Lord Jeſus; can we feel the 
life of Jeſus manifeſted in our mortal. bodies ? 

Thele are the Expreffions, which he will ſomtimes 
ſeek of our Love, thele are the ſtances which others 
will ſeek, and depend upon from us wherr there is 
occaſion, as that which muſt ſupport and encourage 
them to bear their ſhares of the afflictions of the 
Goſpel; we muſt lead up in the day of tryal, we 
noe ſtand againſt the Wolves, and the Foxes, (are 
we not in the midſt of them? ) and have we not ſeen 
the comfortable effects of our Paſtors ſtanding in the 
gap, the courage and deliverance which it occaſtoned 
ro the whole Flock 2? 


This: 
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This is that found Love, which in the New 
Teſtament is joyned with Patience, and to walk in 
Love, is to walk fo as Chriſt alſo. loved us, and 

ave himſelf for us, that is fuch a Love as holds our 
under tryals and ſufferings, and neither waxeth cold, 
nor remitreth ; which elſewhere is made the higheſt 

icch and perteCtion of our Love. Herein is our Love 
made perfect, that we have boldnels in the day of 
Judgment, chat is, that we be conſtant, and coura- 
gious in our Profeſſion, and Duty, notwithſtanding 
all the attempts, and proceedings of our Adverlaries, 
and are neither trighted at the greatnels of the Work, 
nor diſmayed at the oppolition which it meets with : 
and ſo I come > the lecond thing I propoſed, which 
was to conſider our Love to Chriſt, as the Ground, 
and Foundation, as the Guide and Meaſure, of this 
Duty. 

x, Love is indeed the affetion, and diſpoſition of 
the Soul, but ſuch as is ative, and vigorous, and 
will diſplay it felf, in proper applications, to the 
thing loved, ſo as to pleaſe and oblige it, as far as it 
hath opportunity : Thus to love Chniſt, is to keep. his 
Commandments, that 1s, to do that which he delights 
to ſee done, and fo this Love reaches not only all 
our Heart, and all our Soul.,, bur alſo all our 


Strength. 
We 
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We muſt then judg of our own Love by the effes 
of it, and we mult judg the effect of ir, to be pro- 
and genuine by the ſutablenels, and acceptablenels 
of them, to the perſons loved, eſpecially, where 
they can judg better than we can. To know then 
the greatneſs, rhefincerity of a Paſtours Love, is by 
his care of Chriſt's Flock, and how ſutable and accepta- 
ble this is to Chriſt, may be gathered from Chriſt's 
love and concern for it : that he purchaſed ic wich 
his Blood, that his whole Life, all that he did and 
ſuffered whilſt here, all that he doth now tranſact in 
Heaven, as our High Prieſt, our Mediator and Ad- 
vocate, was and is for the purchaſing, the purifying, 
the ſecuring, and increaſing this Flock. | 
. We are then his Subſtitutes , carrying on his 
Work, and whilſt we do that, we are made the Con- 
duits, and Pipes through which his Love is tranſmitted 
unto them,the conveyancers and inlargers of his Love; 
and can any thing be more acceptable to him? Can 
we ſay we love him, whilſt we reſtrain his Aﬀecti- 
ons, ſtint his Bowels, ſtop the current of his Love ? 
His Love wants nothing, to make even Him, if I 
may ſo ſay, and all others happy, but the diffuſing 
and communication of it, which therefore is the great- 
eſt Service, the moſt acceptable Love unto him. 
And ſince he hath made us the Inſtruments, and 
Diſpenſers of his Love, we then love him moſt, we 
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leaſe him beſt, when we are ative, when we are 
{ucceſsful in it, when we make his Love known unto 
Men, in Preaching his ſincere Word ; when we ule 
that Authority, which Chriſt hath left us, for the 
edifying of his Church ; when we hazard all that is 
dearto us, our Eaſe, our Credit, our Lives, that we 
may at any time, and by any means comply with 
his Will, carrying on the defignof his Love. 

4. The Work 1s great and hard indeed, bur as the 
Apoſtle faich of all the Commandments, 1 Joh. v.2. 
upon this Principle of Love, they are not grievous, 
if we ſincerely love Chriſt, (<» a975zpax Eph. vi. 24. 
o as not to be corrupted by the baits and allure- 
ments of this World) this great, this hard Work, 
will be but the Labour of Love, and that we know 
is the gentleſt, and eaftelt of all Labours, and in 
many cafes cannot brook the name of Labour : for 
in all Love, the Spirits flowing to the Heart, make 
the perſon active and vigorous, able and willing to 
rake pains. This Love of Chriſt is a moſt active 
buſie Principle, always putting us in remembrance 
of this Duty, always ſtirring up the Grace of God, 
which was given us, by the impoſition of Hands, 
at our entrance upon this Work, and continually 
puſhing us on in our endeavours, and making our 
very endeavours both to enlarge our Strength and 
Love, that we ſhall find it a Spiric of Power, and 
of a ready Mind. Love 
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Love muſt be the inward Principle of this Duty ; 
. this Duty muſt be the outward expreſſion and proot 
' of this Love; Love without Duty is but empty 
Complement, Duty without Love is but Toil and 
Drudgery. 

5. When then, we enter upon this Work, is it not 
neceſſary, that we ſhould do it with a ſolemn Pro- 
teffion, chat we truſt, we are moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt; by this Divine Principle of Love unto Chriſt, 
and defire to ſerve him in it 2 He that entereth not 
thus into the Sheeptold, bur climberh up ſome other 
way, it is to ſteal and to rob, and I wiſh ſuch 
would ſeriouſly ask themielves, when they profels 
to be moved by the Holy Ghoſt, whether they do 
not tie unto the Holy Ghoſt > And as this Love muſt 
be the firſt and great Principle of this Duty, ſo mult . 
it be the Guide and Meaſure of it, we mult feed Chriſts 
Sheep out of love to them, as well as unto Chrilt ; 
with Love unfeigned, and a pure Heart fervently : 
For what we do to them, we do to Chriſt ; what 
| Meeknels, and Tendernels, what Bowels of Mercy 
and Compaſſion, what Jong Suffering and ovliging 
Behaviour we ſhew to them, (and thele I take to be 
lome of the moſt proper expreſſions of Love,) are 
thereby done to Chrilt himſelt. 

6. Can we love him, and ar the {ame time per- 
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whilſt we are tearing out his very Bowels, . and 
making havock of all his Members? Can we be 
kindly affectioned toward Him, and above mealure 
mad againſt his Sheep ? If the Sheep will nor ſtarve 
her Lamb, to ſpare us all her Milk, ſhall we ſuck 
her Blood ? Becauſe the Lamb cannot feed on ſuch 
ſtrong meart as the old one doth, ſhall we ſtarve her? 
Becaule ſome go aſtray, muſt they become meat ro 
all che Beaſts of the Field ? Exek. xxxiv. 5. and all 
this out of pure Piry and Compaſſion 2 Ah weeyng 
Crocodile | Ah ye Holy Fathers of the Inquiſt- 
tion | 
Is this Chriſt's way of Feeding ? Is ir not that 
{poken of by the Prophet, as the ſevereſt threar, 
Thus ſaith the Lord my God, Feed the flock of the ſlaughter ; 
whoſe poſſeſſours ſlay them, and hold themſelves not 
guilty : and they that ſell them, ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord, 
for 1 am rich: and their own ſhepherds pity them not. 
Zach. xi. 4, 5- If this be the Spirit of Chrift, that 
Love which is the whole of the Goſpel, the filling up, 
and completion of it; ſurely the Goſpel it ſelf, is Tran- 
ſubſtantiated, and worler abuſed, than ever Chriſt's 
Body was : that Bread ſhould be made his Body, is 
not ſo great a Prodigy, as that Cruelty, ſhould be 
Love ; Oppreſſion, Mercy ; Fire, Dragooning, and 
Devaſtation, ſhould now be the Bowels of Chriſt, 
and the render Mercies of the Golpel. = 
| E But 
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7, But let the Extravagances of ſome, make us wiſer, 
and teach us ſuch a Love, as may preſerve us from 
being thus beloved : ler us Inſtruct with Mecknefs, 
Corre&t with Mildneſs, gently leading on, as the 
Flock is able to bear, that they who are not of our 
Minds, may yet partake of our Aﬀections : they who 
are not in our Congregations, may yet be in our 
Hearts: that although we do not Convert them, we 
may yet- Convince them: if we cannot fatisfie them, 
we may be able to ſatishe our own Conſciences, both 
now, in the preſence of Chrift, and of all the 
World. 

Feeding doth imply ſomething more than jult ſer- 
ting Meat before any, it is the doing it, in ſuch a 
manner, as may do them moſt good, it is the Kind- 
neſs, and the Seaſonableneſs of an Entertainment, 
which doth recommend it. The Shepherd, the 
Parent, the Nurſe, are feign to ftady the Palat, the 
Stomach, the Strength of thoſe they are to Dier, or 
elſe they may Weaken, and Starve them with good 
Fare : andlI have often obſerved, fome Truths, pro- 
poſed in ſuch a manner, as have provoked the per- 
{on whom they ſhould, and might have inſtructed. 

Would you perluade a Man of ſmall Courage, to 
decline ſuch an occaſton of quarreling, by telling 
him, that to your knowledg he is a Coward, the 
Argument is the worft Proyocation- ; and- it is juſt 
the 
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the Tame, to convince a Man of Error, by calling 
him Heretick, and then railing againlt Herefte : it 
may well be queſtioned, whether this hath not made 
more Hereticks, than ever it Convinced. 

Is nor the Duty of a Paſtor expreſled by his be- 
ſeeching, praying, obliging, winning 2 Such [ am 
lure was S. Paul's Method, And is not the Biſhop 
to be Patient, ableto bear the Infirmities of thoſe thar 
are in the wrong ? Is he not to behave himſelt with 
all lowlineſs, with long Suffering, and forbearing 
in Love ? Are they not to pleaſe their Flocks for their 
good, unto Edifying, ſhewing all Meeknels towards 
all Men, even them that oppole themſelves, , 
and is not Meeknels a yielding Temper, a 
ſteping back that it may more ſurely gain its great and 
main end ? Mult not the Biſhop be one of a good 
Report, in Credit with his Flock, one whom they have 
a good Opinion of, one whom they hind to love 
both the Trath, and them : the Truth tor their {akes, 
and them for Chriſt's. 

For when all is done, moſt Men do hear with their 
Aﬀections, and there is no coming at their Under- 
ſtandings, but by them ; we loſe our labour, it we 
think to ſtorm that Fort without gaining thele Out- 
works, and ſeeing it is lo, we mult ſpeak to Men 
25 they are capable of hearing ; perhaps it 1s chus on 
purpoſe; te teach us, that "= is as valuable, as ma- 
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ny Truths, that it is the way of gaining all. Hath noc 
God commanded us to follow the Truth in Love? hath 
he not reſolved, that he will teach the meek his 
ways? that he will not accept all Knowledge, all 
Faith (and what can Truth it lelf aim at more) with- 
out Charity ? 

Ic is not the prerogative of Truth to convince, it 
is but the Way, nor the End, we water, but God 
gives the increaſe ; we propole, bur God convinces; 
we rebuke, but ic is God who gives Repentance. 
What Pride, what Preſumpcion thea is ic, for any to 
be angry and peeviſh, it {o ſoon as they have wa- 
tered, the increaſe doth not appear, it upon their 
propoſing, the Perſon is not preſently convinced, if 
upon their rebuking he ſhew noRepencance?And ſhall 
any do well to be angry in thele caſes > Doth not all 
ſuch Paſſion fly in the face of God himlelf,- who is 
pleaſed to withhold his Concurrence ? either becauſe 
they proceed not in his way, did not rebuke with 
Meekneſs, or becaule they claimed too grear a ſhare 
in it themſelves, they mult have them co be their 
Converts ; or laſtly, becaule God knows better than 
we, when to interpole and beltow his Mercy, that 
the power may be of God and not of Man, that it 
may an{wer his ends, rather than theirs. I have been 
the longer upon this, becaule | do believe, that our 
teeding in Love, is loving of Chriſt, the Object diffe- 


rent 


(25 ) 
rent, but the ſame Aﬀection ; for that yery, Union 
which makes Chriſt to be one with them,. makes qux 
Loveof them, to be our Loye of Chriſt ; and thar 
Fealt of Love, which we are going to, partake of, 
makes us to be one with Chit, as :It unites us in 
Love and Good- will rowards each other, whereby we 
being many, become one Body, one Church, the 
members of Chriſt, and of each other. To con- 
clude all, 

Suffer, I beſeech you, a word of Exhortation, and 
let me once, twice, anda third time, inforce this Du- 
ty, that if you love Chriſt, that as you love Chriſt, 
that as you defire your Love may be approved, and 
inlarged by him, you would feed, and thus feed his 
Sheep, gathering the Lambs with your Arms, and 
carrying them in the Boſome, gently leading thoſe 
that are with young, and fetching back the loſt upon 

our ſhoulders. Theſe are the Expreſſions which 
God by his Prophet, and Chriſt in his Goſpel are plea- 
{ed ro make ule of, ſetting forth thereby their great 
Care and tender Concern for their Sheep ; and can you 
take a better Courſe? Can you follow a better Par- 
tern than to be merciful as your Heavenly Father is 
merciful, than to be ſent, as Chriſt himſelf was, to 
leek and to ſave ? May you lo faithfully diſcharge this 
oreat Duty, that Chriſt may own and bleſs whatſoe- 
ver you do for him and his; and the God of Peace 
who 
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who brought again from the dead, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through: 
the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make you 
perfect to do his Will, working in you that which is 
well pleaſing in his fight, co whom be Glory for ever. 
Amen, 
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